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This complaint is filed on behalf of the Republican National Committee (“RNC”) against
William D. Mason, as well as his campaign committee, Friends of William D. Mason. Mr.
Mason currently holds the position of Cuyahoga County Prosecutor, and in the course of his
campaign for reelection has committed numerous violations of the Federal Election Campaign
Finance Act of 1971, as amended (the “Act”), through the publication of campaign material on
behalf of the Kerry Edwards campaign. See Attachment A. The violations of the Act are as

follows:

| 8 Prohibited Contribution to Publicly Funded Presidential Campaign

Publicly funded presidential candidates are prohibited from accepting contributions from
any source. In order to receive the public funds, the candidate must not accept private
contributions for the campaign. The campaign material produced by Mr. Mason advocates the
election of John Kerry both through assertions about positive things Mr. Kerry would allegedly
do if election (“As President, John Kerry will...”), and also through the republication of Mr.
Kerry’s campaign material (pictures of Mr. Kerry’s “A Stronger America” campaign signs).

At least half of the cost of production and distribution of the Mason campaign material
constitutes an in-kind contribution to the Kerry/Edwards campaign under the Act and Federal
Election Commission (“FEC”) Regulations. 2 U.S.C. § 431(8). Thus, the mailing represents a
contribution to a publicly funded presidential campaign, in violation of the Act, 26 U.S.C. § 9001
et. seq.

II. Failure to File as a Federal Political Committee

The cost of Mr. Mason’s campaign material attributable to the, Kerry/Edwards campaign
constitutes an “expenditure” under the Act and FEC Regulations. 2 U.S.C. § 431(9). Any
organization that makes expenditures aggregating in excess of $1,000 in a calendar year is a
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“political committee” 2 U.S.C. § 431(4)(A) and must register and report with the FEC. 2 U.S.C.

§ 434(a)(4). Friends of William D. Mason does not appear to have registered or filed any reports
with the FEC.

III.  Failure to Properly Identify Who Paid for the Mailing

Section 441d of the Act requires disclaimers on political public communications.

.2 U.S.C. § 441d. This federal disclaimer requirement explicitly provides that printed political

material state who paid for the mailing, along with other identifying information for that
responsible individual or organization, and that information must be “contained in a printed box
set apart form the other contents of the communication.” 2 U.S.C. § 441d(c)(2). The disclaimer
on Mr. Mason’s mailing does not meet this minimal requirement of federal law. In addition, it
fails to identify whether this mailing was coordinated with and authorized by the Kerry/Edwards
campaign. :

IV. Conclusion

Mr. Mason, in his current position as County Prosecutor, has an obligation to the people
of Cuyahoga County to personally comply with Federal and state law. Mr. Mason’s willingness
to flaunt Federal law in pursuit of partisan politicking on behalf of himself and the
Kerry/Edwards campaign is troubling and demands swift and severe remedy by the Federal
Election Commission. We thank the Commission in advance for your prompt attention to this
matter. '

Submitted,

Election Law Counsel
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VERIFICATION

Charles R. Spies, hereby verifies that the statements made in the above complaint are, upon
information and belief, true.

The foregoing instrument was subscribe and sworn
before me this 1% day of November, 2004 by
Charles R. Spies

Notary Public

My commission expires 2)1 f?

Sworn to before me this 1* day of November, 2004

B (

Notary Public

HANNAH B. THRUSH
NOTARY PUBLIC DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES JULY 31, 2007
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